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1Let’s have just one, single government 
department for higher education so 
that one, single minister can then have 

a clear view of the big picture of universi-
ties: the mix of funding flows that support 
both research and teaching, and how other 
policy issues – such as visa regulations – 
can disrupt the balance of the system as a 
whole, so that our one minister can inter-
vene with authority with their cabinet col-
leagues.

HERE Professor Charlie Jeffery outlines his 
view on what is required to create long-
term financial and academic stability and 
bring strength back to the sector. 

Ten-point plan 
for the sector

2That single government department 
then needs to take a medium-term 
view on how to unwind and refine the 

current cross-subsidy model and rebal-
ance it with an adequate funding system 
for publicly-funded research and for home 
undergraduate teaching. 
 

3That department also needs to build a 
better understanding of – and capi-
talise on – the economic innovation 

that flows from university research to feed 
the economy, but also of how the skills of 
higher education graduates and further 
education students need to align to sup-
port economic priorities. We need a much 
better understanding of how the different 
kinds of teaching and skills delivery in HE 
and FE can complement each other, includ-
ing apprenticeships, online, in-person, ‘step 
on and off’ and lifelong learning. All of this 
would support a workforce strategy to de-
liver the mix of graduate and other skills 

the UK labour market needs to become 
more productive. 
 

4Devolution reforms have created a 
platform to capture public and private 
investment into regional economic 

strengths that reflect university strengths, 
for example, advanced manufacturing in 
South Yorkshire and the bioeconomy in 
North Yorkshire. Universities need to be 
key partners with Mayors and Combined 
Authorities to develop and deliver integrat-
ed skills and innovation strategies that re-
tain graduates in our regions and enhance 
productivity, inward investment, start-ups 
and new job creation.
 

5We need to fix student funding. There 
are fully worked-out proposals, for ex-
ample by London Economics, to make 

the current student loan system more pro-
gressive so bankers don’t pay less for their 
degrees than teachers, doctors less than 

nurses and women less than men. Let’s get 
on and implement them.
 

6And let’s reinstate inflation-indexed 
maintenance grants for students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds to make 

sure they can have access to the opportuni-
ties young people from better-off back-
grounds take for granted.
 

7Let’s see our universities as a crucial 
component of international trade deals 
so we see the value of international 

students as part of a long-term engagement 
and partnership strategy, written into com-
prehensive trade agreements with major 
nations like India. 
 

8Let’s treat international students as 
they really are: in the vast majority of 
cases not as long-term migrants, but 

as short-term visitors who make a major 
contribution to the places in which they 

study. Let’s not include short-term student 
visitors in overall migration numbers, but 
have a separate categorisation, so they don’t 
get caught up in controversies about long-
term or illegal immigration.
 

9The university sector needs to move 
beyond serial rounds of industrial 
action. Employers and unions need 

to act on the commitment they made last 
year to produce a shared assessment of the 
financial challenges of the sector, work to-
gether to resolve them, and work together 
to create the situation in which we can 
award the pay rises university staff deserve.
 

10And can we stop depicting stu-
dents as fragile ‘snowflakes’ when 
they have shown just how creative 

and resilient they are, both during Covid 
and then in a cost-of-living crisis of a scale 
we haven’t seen for 40 years. Treat students 
with the support and respect they deserve.

Recent high inflation has added to the 
challenge. It has pushed more students into 
financial distress and universities have had 
to step in to mitigate the worst effects. And 
that, in turn, adds to the now acute cost 
pressures universities face. 

Why so acute? Well, put bluntly, the 
income for teaching UK students – but 
also for doing groundbreaking and often 
world-leading research – is now nowhere 
near enough to cover the costs of doing the 
teaching and research. 

While governments are quick to talk 
about universities being fundamental to 
the UK’s status as a ‘science superpower’, 
and how integral their research is to driv-
ing economic innovation, they have presid-
ed over a system which covers at best 80% 
of the cost of that research. 

And frozen fees and government grants 
that have fallen well below inflation so 
teaching is now also seriously underfund-
ed.

PRESSURES ON UNIVERSITY 
FINANCES

Inflation has also driven up the other 
costs of operating universities, adding 
to the pressures on finances. One conse-
quence has been to limit the scope for pay 
awards, so university staff – like NHS staff, 
like teachers – feel under-appreciated and 
under-paid for the work they do.

The only thing that has been holding the 
system together are cross-subsidies that 
balance the funding shortfalls. And the big-
gest source of cross-subsidy are the higher 
fees paid by international students. 

UK higher education has a brilliant repu-
tation worldwide, which means we can at-
tract some of the brightest talent globally 
to study here in the UK. But we are now in 
a situation in which it is only because of the 
international student fee income that we 
can afford to teach home students. 

Do not believe the stories we often see 
in the media about international students 
‘taking away’ places from home students. 
At the University of York, and across the 
Russell Group, home student numbers 
have grown significantly over the last dec-
ade. 

So to be clear, international students do 
not crowd out home students. International 
tuition fees fill the gaps left by policy deci-
sions to underfund both teaching and re-
search. That is the cold, flawed logic of the 
way we fund universities in the UK. 

But now there is further risk, as the Gov-
ernment’s failure to get to grips with illegal 
immigration leads it to turn attention to 
things it can control, like student visas. We 
have seen two sets of further restrictions on 
student visas in the last twelve months. 

And now the Government is contemplat-
ing a third round, which could remove the 
possibility for international students to 
work for a further two-year period in the 
UK after graduation. 

So we don’t want bright global talent to 
work in an economy which could take all 
the talent and gumption it could get? Re-
ally?

All this creates a moment of peril for 
the sector. Some universities have been hit 
hard already and more will follow. 

A rough guess is that about half of the 
sector – older and newer universities alike 
– is responding by cutting jobs and courses. 
Perhaps ten per cent of the sector has the 
financial capacity to sail through more or 
less unaffected. Another chunk is waiting 
for something to turn up, perhaps after the 
next election.

WHAT COULD WE EXPECT FROM A 
NEW GOVERNMENT? 

That is a forlorn hope. Yes, every opinion 
poll says there will be a change of govern-
ment but any new government will inherit 
a major fiscal challenge. 

The best the sector can expect from a 
new Labour government in the short term 
is funding to reduce student hardship and 
that it would not put additional obstacles 

in the way of recruiting international stu-
dents.

But even if a future Labour government 
were more supportive of recruiting inter-
national students, we have to ask whether 
it is in the UK’s interests for its universities 
to be so dependent on international student 
flows. 

We are seeing how vulnerable this de-
pendence can make us to domestic policy 
changes and exchange rate fluctuations.

It also makes us vulnerable to geopoliti-
cal turbulence. 

Some universities now see over 80 per 
cent of their student fee income coming 
from international students. This does not 
seem like a sensible or sustainable basis for 
funding the sector.

BUILDING A NEW CASE FOR 
UNIVERSITIES

What we urgently need is an honest de-
bate about what and who our universities 

are really for. And we in universities need 
to make a better case in that debate. 

So what might that case look like? Con-
sider whether there have been any big new 
ideas or technologies in the past 50 
years that didn’t come from univer-
sities, through groundbreaking 
research or the skills of graduates, 
or start-ups and established com-
panies adopting those ideas and 
technologies. 

The answer is clear enough: 
we wouldn’t have that innovation 
without our universities. 

And this is not just innova-
tion in science and tech-
nology, the STEM 
subjects. It is also 
about social 
science and 
the arts and 
humanities, 
about focusing 

imagination and analysis on what humans 
are capable of so we can pursue the posi-
tives and avoid the pitfalls.

Why is that important? Because 
Artificial Intelligence needs an an-

choring in ethics and regulation; 
because our creative industries 
rely on a powerful mix of new 
technologies and artistic crea-
tivity; because the potential of 
genetic biotechnologies needs 
balancing with an understand-
ing of what ordinary people 
think is right and acceptable; 

and so on.
We don’t get this balance with-

out the different kinds of exper-

tise we nurture in our universities. And we 
won’t open up access to all of the potential 
this innovation can bring to all parts of our 
society without universities. Universities of 
all types – ancient, modern and in between 
– care about opening up opportunities to 
benefit from the innovation we seed, work-
ing hard to offer choices that would other-
wise not exist for young people from our 
more disadvantaged communities. 

And we are not, as some claim, some-
how in opposition to further education or 
apprenticeships. If we want to succeed in 
AI or the creative industries or biotechnol-
ogy, we will need a labour force with a wide 
range of skills from FE to PhD. 

Universities are increasingly anchors of 
economic development and social oppor-
tunity in our cities and regions, working 
with the new regional authorities run by 
elected Mayors, connecting across public 
and private sectors, and businesses large 
and small. 

The international reputation and reach 
that attracts international students is an 
asset too – to our local economies, to the 
UK’s export economy and its international 
influence.

We need this international dimension 
of universities to be less reactive to fund-
ing pressures and far more strategic: a way 
of bringing global talent into our regions, 
a way of building collaborations between 
universities here and abroad.

These are the terms on which we might 
look to engage with an incoming govern-
ment: how we harness our contributions 
to innovation, social mobility, economic 
development and international engage-
ment as a higher education strategy rather 
than piecemeal policies and dysfunctional 
neglect. 

MAPPING OUR WAY OUT OF CRISIS
But if we succeed in this, it will take time. 

For the next few years we are unlikely to 
see much in the way of additional funding. 
So, for now, we are on our own and have 
to make our own luck. Some of that will be 
about new and creative approaches to stu-
dent recruitment.

Some will be about working collabora-
tively in our regions as they become more 
important settings for policies on innova-
tion and skills.

And some will be about changing the 
way we work to reduce our costs of opera-
tion. There is plenty of cost-cutting already 
under way, as we can see in regular head-
lines about universities announcing cost-
reduction programmes. 

Beyond all that we need a deeper reflec-
tion, which aligns how we work to a new 
case for universities, rooted in the contribu-
tions we make to our society and economy 
at home, and in a strategic mobilisation of 
our international reach for purposes of col-
laboration and shared interest, not a need 
for cross-subsidy.

A FUTURE VIEW FROM THE 
UNIVERSITY OF YORK

I am determined that the University of 
York will be a leader in shaping its own des-
tiny. We need to act to secure the quality of 
our teaching and research as we look to the 
next decade. 

York is one of only four universities 
(alongside Oxford, Cambridge and Imperi-
al) to have won the top ‘Gold’ award overall 
in the most recent national assessment of 
university teaching and to be placed in the 
top ten in the most recent national research 
assessment of the UK’s quality of research.

It also has a strong sense of purpose as 
a university that exists for public good. 
We were set up in 1963 to do research and 
teaching for ‘the amelioration of human life 
and conditions’. That is a powerful mission 
which we are committed to continue.

To underpin the quality and purposes of 
our universities we need to mark out a fu-
ture beyond the current funding model. 

We need to build new and different rela-
tionships with organisations in the public 
and private sectors, to harness the value of 
our research for the economy and our pub-
lic services. 

And we need to engage creatively with 
the government – local, regional and na-
tional – to deliver outcomes of economic 
opportunity and social mobility that under-
line the importance of universities to the 
wider public.

I set out my view – a ten-point plan – on 
what is required to create long-term stabil-
ity for the sector and, most importantly, to 
secure its benefits for our society.

T
HERE is no other way of say-
ing it: the UK higher educa-
tion system is in crisis. The 
way it is funded just doesn’t 
work any more. Our students 
rack up some of the highest 
levels of debt in the world. 

And recent government changes have 
made repayment terms longer and more 
regressive, so nurses will end up paying 
more for their degrees than doctors, teach-
ers more than bankers, women more than 
men.

MOMENT OF PERIL: Pro-
fessor Charlie Jeffery 
believes there would not 
be innovation without 
our universities.
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‘It is only because of 
the international 

student fee income 
that we can afford to 
teach home students.’

Professor Charlie Jeffery, 
University of York Vice-Chancellor

EDUCATION OPINION SPECIAL

Figures show that while Yorkshire’s 12 
universities contribute £3bn to the region’s 
economy each year, many are now facing 
multi-million pound shortfalls. 

Since 2012, the institutions’ main revenue 
stream has come from tuition fees, which 
were capped in 2017 at £9,250 per year. In 
real terms those fees are now worth just 
over £6,500 and as inflation continues to 
bite, universities across England are braced 
to lose £17bn by 2027. 

Shirley Congdon, inset, the Vice 
Chancellor of the University of 
Bradford which is looking to 
save £10m this year, said: “This 
region has a significant skills 
shortage and if we don’t ad-
dress the funding issues facing 
universities, that is only going 
to get worse. The money a uni-
versity spends on each under-
graduate place and the research 
it supports is no longer offset by tui-
tion fees. 

“Everyone who works in this sector real-
ises there is no easy solution, that’s why we 
need a task force made up of policy makers, 
universities and other interested parties to 
come up with a funding model which is sus-
tainable for the next 10 years.”

The University of Bradford recently 
launched a mutually agreed resignation 
scheme to save on staff costs, it is also scal-
ing back on travel and energy spending. 

Voluntary redundancy schemes 
have recently been offered at 

Leeds Beckett University, Shef-
field Hallam University and 
the University of Hudders-
field, while York St John 
University is looking to save 
up to £5m in the next finan-
cial year and the University 
of York is facing a £14m op-

erating deficit largely due to 
a 16 per cent drop in overseas 

students.
Following the tuition fee cap, 

many universities bolstered their income 
by attracting foreign students who can be 
charged higher fees. However, a recent in-
crease in student visa fees from £440 to 
£776 a year and a reduction in the length 
of time overseas graduates can work in the 

UK after completing their degree have seen 
overseas applications fall by a third. 

A Yorkshire Universities spokesperson, 
which represents all 12 institutions in the 
region, said: “Our higher education insti-
tutions are facing strong headwinds in re-
lation to current financial pressures, and 
policies that have impacted upon recent in-
ternational student recruitment.

“International students make a valuable 
contribution to the region’s economy and we 
would encourage policymakers to remove 
any barriers that make it more difficult to re-
cruit students.”

Despite growing concerns about finan-
cial instability, the Department for Educa-
tion is resistant to any changes in the fund-
ing model. 

A spokesperson said: “We continue to pro-
vide significant financial support of nearly 
£6bn per year to the higher education sec-
tor, plus more than £10bn per year in tuition 
fee loans. 

“The Office for Students’ latest report also 

stated that the overall financial position of 
the sector was sound.”

However, with many student loans not 
being repaid – last year the debt passed 
£200bn, 20 years earlier than government 
forecasts – even among Conservative MPs 
there is a growing acknowledgement that 
the current system is not fit for purpose. 

The Conservative MP for Don Valley, Nick 
Fletcher, who is also a member of the House 
of Commons’ Education Select Committee, 
said: “We have over 150 higher education in-
stitutions, many of whom are in the same 
city, competing against each other national-
ly and locally. Why do cities need more than 
one university? 

“I also see lots of tuition fee income spent 
on advertising, marketing and management 
salaries which should be spent on teaching. 
I ask whether the universities are solely fo-
cused on the benefits to the individual stu-
dents who are paying huge tuition fees?

“Over 300,000 18-year-olds have applied 
to go to university this coming autumn, 
yet we have huge shortages in 
sectors such as manufacturing 
and healthcare.

“Our education system 
feels unbalanced. 

“The higher education sys-
tem should be asking these fun-
damental questions themselves, 
before market forces do it for 
them.”
Comment: Page 12.

With many of Yorkshire’s universities 
facing a funding blackhole, Sarah Freeman 
reports on how the looming financial crisis 

could impact on the region’s economy. 

THE Government has been urged to set up 
an emergency task force to avert the finan-
cial crisis facing Yorkshire’s universities and 
safeguard the region’s economy from a cata-
strophic skills shortage. 

Call for task force to avert crisis as 
universities face funding meltdown

£1,750
In 2022, universities in England ran 
an average annual deficit of £1,750 for 
teaching each undergraduate and this 
is likely to increase to about £4,000 in 
2024-25.

£11,370
To restore real value of educational 
funding per student to 2017/18 levels, 
the tuition fee cap would need to rise 
from £9,250 to £11,370. 

£17,000
An overseas student pays on average 

£17,000 a year in tuition fees but 
numbers of applicants fell by 33 
per cent this year.  

40%
A study commissioned by 
Universities UK from the 
PwC accountancy firm 
predicted 40 per cent  of 
English and Northern Irish 

universities are expected to go 
into the red this year. 

I N  N U M B E R S

W
HEN Tony Blair out-
lined his dream for 
Britain’s schools and 
universities in his 
landmark speech 
to the Labour Party 
Conference in Black-

pool in 1996, it was students like Emily 
Moore that he believed had most to benefit 
from the radical plans. 
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The dream of a golden age for students has died

Famously telling delegates that New La-
bour’s three main priorities were “educa-
tion, education, education”, he talked about 
breaking down “class divides” and “deliver-
ing excellence to all”. 

He perhaps, unsurprisingly, didn’t 
mention that this vision would in part be 
funded by the introduction of university 
tuition fees, one of Blair’s first acts when he 
became Prime Minister the following year. 

Almost three decades on, for 22-year-old 
Emily, a final year student at the Univer-
sity of Leeds, the higher education system 
seems more divided than ever. 

“We are paying more than ever for a de-
gree, but seem to be getting less and less 
back,” she said. 

“I am from Oldham, I went to state 
school and I qualify for the maximum 
maintenance loan. University felt like an 
opportunity, but a lot of my school friends 
looked at the finances and decided they 
couldn’t afford to go. 

“The changes that have been made in 
the last 30 years were supposed to make 
university more accessible, but there are a 
record number of students reliant on food 
banks and I have had to work throughout 
my time at university just to make ends 
meet. 

“That’s fine if you feel you are getting a 
first-class experience, but unfortunately 
that’s not been the case.”

When she graduates with a degree in 
politics this summer, Emily, who is also the 
Leeds delegate for the National Union of 
Students, will have paid £37,000 in tuition 
fees – a figure she struggles to see as value 
for money. 

“The quality of teaching has been great, 
but at the most I have only had five hours 
of lectures a week and the pastoral care has 
been pretty poor. 

“I tried to access some support in my first 
year after losing a close family member, 
but the backlog was so huge I just gave up. 
Universities entice you in with the promise 
that they are going to nurture you, but the 
reality is that they don’t have the money to 
deliver on them. 

“There are so many things I have loved 
about university, but I can’t think of any 
other training where you would pay so 
much. 

“Something has to change, because this 
current system is unsustainable and it’s in 
danger of letting down the very students it 
should be supporting most.” 

It is a complaint which is echoed on uni-

versity campuses across Yorkshire, and 
yet on paper educational standards have 
improved. In 1996, Britain was ranked 35th 
in the world league of education standards 
– today it is 13th. However, for the most dis-
advantaged students, the current university 
system feels less than inclusive. 

Since the abolition of maintenance 
grants in England, students from lower 
income backgrounds have been leaving 
university with the highest levels of debt. 
New analysis by London Economics for the 
Sutton Trust estimates that poorer students 
graduate with £60,100 of debt, 38 per cent 
higher than the £43,600 for those from 
wealthier families, with the gap largely 
driven by the need to take out maintenance 
loans.

For increasing numbers of students, the 
sums no longer add up. Emily Procter, a 
third-year student at the University of Shef-
field, is currently working on her final as-
sessment which involves explaining the key 
lessons learnt in British politics over the 
last 25 years in just 2,500 words. 

It is a tough ask, but an arguably tougher 
question would be to explain where the 
£27,750 she has paid in tuition fees has 
gone. 

Originally from London, the 23-year-old 
admits she has fallen in love with Sheffield, 
but with just four hours of contact teaching 
time a week as she comes to the end of her 
degree course, she is struggling to see the 
value for money. 

Emily told The Yorkshire Post: “It does 
sometimes feel that the only thing I have 

got in return for all that money is access to 
a library. 

“The lecturers have been great – I’m not 
blaming them, but something is really 
wrong with the current system, it needs a 
complete overhaul. The sector has be-
come a victim of marketisation. Everything 
is about making a profit and that’s really 
problematic.”

The increasing reliance on overseas stu-
dents – as a non-UK undergraduate Emily 
would have been charged £22,680 a year 
for the same course – has provided a 
vital revenue stream but with the 
number of foreign students in 
decline the model now looks 
unsustainable. 

She added: “Courses 
which don’t automatical-
ly lead to a graduate job, 
such as English literature 
or classical civilisation, be-
come more difficult to sell 
and that’s really sad.

“The other issue is that stu-
dent loans are not being paid back. 
The Government needs to abolish tuition 
fees and accept that it should be funding 
university education and funding it prop-
erly. They have tried another way and it 
hasn’t worked.” 

Those working within the sector fear 
that the financial crisis is already putting 
groundbreaking research under threat. 

According to the Russell Group, which 
represents 24 universities, including Leeds, 
Sheffield and York, in 2014/15 UK univer-

sities spent £2.9bn subsidising research 
programmes, but the figure rose to £5bn 
2021/22. Add in the £2,500 subsidy needed 
on average to support each student each 

year, and it is clear why many 
believe the current funding 
model is broken. 

A Russell Group spokesper-
son said: “Universities work 
to run as efficiently as pos-
sible, but if nothing changes 
it is inevitable the combined 
pressures many are facing will 

impact on quality and choice for 
students. 
“This is at a time when the coun-

try urgently needs to maintain a varied 
and high-quality education offer if we are 
to fill vital skills shortages, support the 
NHS, and drive national growth.

“This is why we need a joined-up ap-
proach to support the financial resilience 
of the sector. 

“We are keen to work with the Govern-
ment to develop a sustainable funding 
model for higher education that is fair, 
affordable and protects a vital pipeline of 
skills.”

Mr Blair ended his 1996 speech confi-
dently ushering in a new age of achieve-
ment. However, as universities face their 
worst funding crisis in living memory, 
many fear that that age may be short-lived. 

LOST GENERATION
Fears have been raised that ongoing 

funding cuts to creative degree subjects are 
in danger of creating a lost generation who 
have little access to the arts. 

While the bulk of university funding 
comes through tuition fees, the Govern-
ment also makes a contribution to support 
the teaching of high-cost subjects, ones 
which require specialist equipment or facil-
ities, through the Office of Students. 

However, in the last four years, arts sub-
jects have seen this funding stream slashed 
by 50 per cent while high-cost STEM sub-
jects have seen an increase in financial sup-
port. 

The director and CEO of Campaign for 
the Arts, Jack Gamble, said: “Up until 2021 
most arts subjects were categorised as high 
cost because you can’t, say, teach dance 
without a decent studio or fine art without 
the right resources. 

“However, three years ago, the Govern-
ment made a new category, separating arts 
from STEM subjects and imposing a 50 per 
cent funding cut.,This has not only had an 
impact financially, but symbolically it says 
‘we don’t value the arts’.”

The initial cuts were made by the then-
Education Secretary Gavin Williamson, 
but his successor, Gillian Keegan, remains 
committed to the cutbacks. 

Earlier this month, she told the OfS to 
again freeze grants intended to meet 

the extra costs of offering music, 
drama and fashion degrees. 

In 2020-21 the grant was 
worth £36m, but the latest de-
cision means that in 2024/25 
the top-up funding for creative 
and performing arts courses 

will again be just £16.7m. 
Mr Gamble added: “At the 

same time the Government is 
putting an extra £18m of OfS fund-

ing into courses such as medicine and 
further cementing the gap between the arts 
and science. 

“This is not just putting degree courses at 
risk, but it is also damaging the pipeline of 
talent leading from higher education into 
the creative industries.

“The arts aren’t a luxury – they are a 
necessity. However, successive Education 
Secretaries have shown that they are intent 
on attacking the future of UK arts and the 
creative potential of the next generation.”

PAYING PRICE: Graduation day was the 
pinnacle of a student’s career, things have 
changed. Emily Moore, top, and Emily 
Procter, above, say the system is not value 
for money. Inset, Jack Gamble.
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The call comes as a runner is 

set to make the trek from Liver-
pool to London for charity, as the 
35th anniversary of the Hills-
borough disaster approaches on 
Monday.
Full story: Page 5.

CAMPAIGNERS are urging po-
litical parties to put an end to 
the “criminal abuse of power” by 
enacting a law to help victims of 
major scandals.

‘Aid scandal victims’

Welcoming approval of the 
Scotch Corner Designer Village 
in 2016, Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak forecast it would "attract 
shoppers from across the North".              
Full story: Page 10.

THE opening date for a huge out-
of-town retail complex at Scotch 
Corner is uncertain as a road 
upgrade that is yet to be sched-
uled would need to be completed 
before shoppers can visit.

Delay to retail plan

Annual quoted premiums na-
tionally increased 56.4 per cent 
over the year, with drivers most 
commonly receiving a quote be-
tween £500 and £749, insights 
firm Consumer Intelligence said.
Full story: Page 28.

THE average quoted price of car 
insurance in Yorkshire and the 
Humber jumped by 49.8 per cent 
in the year to February, but there 
were some signs of a slowdown.

Car insurance up

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov said that the draft docu-
ment, discussed in Istanbul in 
March 2022, could be “the basis 
for starting negotiations”.
Full story: Page 22.

THE Kremlin has said that a 
draft Russia-Ukraine agreement 
negotiated in 2022 could serve as 
a starting point for prospective 
talks to end the fighting that has 
dragged into a third year.

Ukraine talks bid
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Calendar Girls at 25
‘We honestly thought that if we just got our pictures in  

The Yorkshire Post we would have cracked it. After all, who really 
wanted to buy pictures of middle-aged women with no clothes on?’

25TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL FEATURE – POST SCRIPT, PAGE 11

Gardener Russ Watkins is pictured among rhododendrons at the RHS Garden Harlow Carr's spring garden weekend in Harrogate as hospitality 
businesses across the country are hoping people will enjoy a weekend in the outdoors, with sunny spells forecast in Yorkshire. Full story: Page 5.

Trip to see spring gardens? It’s a blooming good idea
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 Analysis from the party claims 
to expose “the Tories’ abject fail-
ure to maintain Britain’s roads”.

Vehicle Contracts estimates 
that there were more than one 
million potholes in the UK in 
2023, with just over 9,000 craters 
estimated to be on the Moon.

In 2021, Rishi Sunak tweeted: 
“At the last Budget we put aside 
enough to fill 50 million potholes 
by the end of the Parliament. So 
enjoy #NationalPotholeDay be-
fore they’re all gone..”

Labour claims that three years 
later, the pothole backlog is at a 
record high.

Angela Rayner, shadow sec-
retary of state for local govern-
ment, said: “Rishi Sunak vowed 
to rid Britain of potholes, but he’s 
living on another planet.”

According to the annual lo-
cal authority road maintenance 
survey, Britain’s local roads are 
in the worst condition they have 
ever been in for at least 28 years.

 BRITAIN’S roads now have 100 
times as many potholes as there 
are craters on the Moon, the La-
bour Party has claimed.

Pothole total 
‘dwarfs craters 
on the Moon’

Charlie Jeffery, from the Univer-
sity of York, told The Yorkshire Post 
the cost of teaching and research is 
nowhere near covered by its income, 
especially for a Russell Group uni-
versity.

His comments come as more and 
more of the region’s higher educa-
tion providers warn of funding dif-
ficulties, driven by falling govern-
ment grants and a freeze in fees for 
UK students.

Last month risk of redundancy 
notices were issued to more than 
120 staff at Sheffield Hallam Univer-
sity, while last summer more than 

90 were placed at risk at Hudders-
field University due to restructuring.

It comes as a quarter of modern 
universities – created after 1992 – 
across the country are looking to 
lose roles, a survey of the University 
College Union found this year.

Professor Jeffery said inflation 
has driven up the cost of operating 
universities, adding to pressures on 
already-stretched finances.

“The only thing that has been 
holding the system together are 
cross-subsidies that balance the 
funding shortfalls. And the big-
gest source of cross-subsidy are the 
higher fees paid by international 
students,” he told The Yorkshire Post.

“UK higher education has a bril-
liant reputation worldwide, which 
means we can attract some of the 
brightest talent worldwide to study 
here in the UK. But we are now in a 

situation in which it is only because 
of the international student fee in-
come that we can afford to teach 
home students.”

That stark fact, he said, is com-
pounded by fears that the Govern-
ment is clamping down on inter-

national student figures, with more 
restrictions on student visas.

He added: “There is no other way 
of saying it: the UK higher educa-
tion system is in crisis. The way it is 
funded just doesn’t work any more. 
A rough guess is that about half of 
the sector is responding by cutting 
jobs and courses.”

Prof Jeffery said only about 10 per 
cent of the sector has the financial 
capacity to sail through more or less 
unaffected. But he said even if a fu-
ture government is more supportive 
of recruiting international students, 
there is concern about whether it is 
in the UK’s best interests for its uni-
versities to be so dependent on inter-
national student flows.

“It also makes us vulnerable to 
geopolitical turbulence. Some uni-
versities now see over 80 per cent 
of their student fee income coming 

from international students. This 
does not seem like a sensible or sus-
tainable basis for funding the sec-
tor,” he added.

However, last month the Science 
Secretary, Michelle Donelan, dis-
missed concerns that the univer-
sity sector is facing a funding cri-
sis when she appeared before the 
House of Lords Science and Tech-
nology Committee, adding that her 
department was working alongside 
the Department for Education on 
the issue.

“Do we think it’s a crisis? No, we 
do not,” Ms Donelan said. “Are we 
working closely with the Depart-
ment for Education to make sure 
that we’re across the financial health 
of the universities that are leading 
on research and that we are making 
sure that our policies are delivering? 
Absolutely.”

THE Vice Chancellor of one of York-
shire’s leading universities has called 
for a rethink amid a crisis in higher 
education funding. 

Connie Daley
 NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Vice Chancellor in plea to 
rethink university funding
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Historically, the world has relied on the work of 
the United Kingdom’s universities, the discoveries 
made through their intensive research earning the 
country the reputation as a science superpower – 
the laboratory to the world.

Innovations that have been developed on the back 
of discoveries made within the four walls of UK uni-
versities have changed the course of history, from 
medicine to mechanics. Now, says Professor Char-
lie Jeffery, exclusively in this newspaper today, all of 
that is in peril. 

Offering Government a pathway out of this crisis, 
Professor Jeffery has today outlined a comprehen-
sive ten-point plan that will, if implemented swift-
ly, lead the higher education sector out of ruinous 
collapse. He begins by calling for ministerial and 
departmental leadership at Government level, un-
derscoring the dire need for a single Government 
department, dedicated to further and higher edu-
cation: one that can monitor, map and manage the 
myriad funding flows, offering financial rigour to 
teaching and learning establishments with model-
ling that provides long-term financial security.

He is joined, too, by the Vice-Chancellor of Brad-
ford University, Shirley Congdon, who states the 
need for a task force to be set up immediately. One 
charged with analysing and articulating the chal-
lenge ahead of the formulation of dedicated ministe-
rial oversight so that solutions are ready and waiting 
for deployment as soon as is practicable. 

For if the interventions called for today in this 
newspaper do not materialise, the damage done to 
the reputation of our nation will be incalculable.

Vice chancellors 
do not declare 
crises lightly
Make no mistake, when the Vice-Chancellor of a 
world-renowned Russell Group university goes on 
record to warn that the country’s higher education 
sector faces an existential crisis, the stakes for learn-
ing could not be higher.

But while detectives and partner agencies amongst 
the relevant authorities do their work, seeking to 
establish the facts of the matter, the £2m pledged by 
the Government to ensure no stone is left unturned 
should be welcomed.

Articulating quite how distressing this situation is 
for those affected is not possible. There simply are 
no words, which is why the funds committed are so 
necessary, not least in expediting the probe so that 
any and all lessons learned can be used to prevent 
distress like this ever happening again. 

All the while, unhelpful tittle-tattle, speculation, 
rumour and lies fills the void where people living in 
and around Hull are quite understandibly shocked 
and worried. A natural consequence of there hav-
ing been some 35 bodies recovered for examination 
from the Legacy premises is that those now faced by 
the dauntingly emotional time that is grief through 
bereavement, there is an additional anxiety to cope 
with, too. 

Funeral directors, through no fault of their own, 
are having to put in additional resources, time, effort 
and compassion in order to help families through 
what is already a fraught time in their lives. 

And so it is essential that whilst a fair, accurate, ev-
idence-based conclusion is brought about, whatever 
the outcome in law might be, the immediate need 
for professional support, guidance and counselling 
is as pressing as the prevention plan for the future.

Government money 
welcome in probe
At this stage in the investigation into what has gone 
wrong at Hull firm Legacy Independent Funeral 
Directors, it is not appropriate to speculate on the 
details of that which may emerge from what is very 
much now a police matter.

Joyously beautiful, typically audacious and terri-
bly risque, the Calendar Girls were born in a flurry of 
‘ooh, I says’, up and down the Rylstone valleys as the 
Women’s Institute dared to bare all, their modesties 
protected by a teapot here and a pearl string there.

Little did they know that making jam in their 
birthday suits would be such a rip-roaring success, 
their calendar selling out around the world in mo-
ments. It was, of course, all done in good fun but for 
a serious cause: in loving memory of their friend 
John Baker who we at The Yorkshire Post know 
would be as proud of those ladies today as we all are, 
too. Happy anniversary, girls. You did, and continue 
to do the county proud.

Happy anniversary
BARE bums and fleshy bosoms are rarely the stock-
in-trade for The Yorkshire Post – we have the fragile 
tickers of the senior gentlemen to worry about, you 
know – but one fateful day a quarter of a century ago 
put paid to that particular policy.
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Runners cross the foot bridge at Studley Royal. By Michelle Bray.

Give Graves credit for turnaround ambitions
I read The Yorkshire Post’s front 

page article on April 5 (‘MPs vow to 
keep eye on cricket club on equal-
ity’) on my way to Headingley to 
attend the members’ forum hosted 
by Colin Graves, the chairman of 
YCCC, at which he was to detail the 
present financial situation at York-
shire following the damage done by 
the Azeem Rafiq debacle.

It is disappointing, to say the 
least, when The YP insists on plas-
tering its front page with any bad 
news on Yorkshire cricket. If you 
had waited for the factual report 
on the forum from Chris Waters, 
your excellent cricket reporter, 
you would have seen details of the 
tremendous work done by Colin 
Graves and his new board mem-
bers to rescue the club from the 
dire situation he inherited from the 
previous chairman.

No doubt you will obtain details 

of the agenda, financial reports 
and auditor’s report which are now 
available and show that the board 
now comprises individuals who 
have been extremely successful in 
their own business lives and are 
more interested in putting money 
into the club rather than dispos-
ing, irresponsibly, of the income 
brought in from sponsors, mem-
bers attracted by the on-field work 
of the young team. 

Colin Graves and the new board 
are determined to ensure that they 
will not be deterred from their 
pledge that their sole aim is to re-
store the first class reputation in 
which the club has been regarded 
throughout the cricketing world. 

The details put forward by Colin 
at the forum meeting, with the 
solid support shown from HSBC, 
the club’s bankers, the auditor’s 
recognition of plans in hand to en-
able the club to continue as a ‘going 

concern’, plus the quality and busi-
ness experience of the new board 
members were well received by all 
present.

Colin’s determination to draw 
a line under the Rafiq saga which 
has left the club with a massive 
task to repair the financial debt in-
curred, and move forward with the 
backing of the new president, Jane 
Powell, former captain of cricket at 
Yorkshire and England, a highly-
qualified coach who has coached 
worldwide. 

She impressed the Members of 
Wombwell Cricket Lovers recently 
with her dedication to the sport 
and determination to make the 
game even more widely inclusive 
across communities and ethnic 
backgrounds.

The list of applicants for board 
membership or members’ com-
mittee officials at the forthcoming 
AGM have all been successful in 

their chosen careers either with 
their own business or as CEOs of 
public companies mainly on the fi-
nancial side and with major contri-
butions to promoting The Hundred 
Club, and within the ECB.

The wealth of skills and expe-
rience available to the chairman 
should give confidence to potential 
investors, sponsors and their bank-
ers that YCCC, with a firm control 
of finances, should be able to make 
steady progress in restoring its 
rightful place as a major contender 
for achievements on and off the 
field.

I am sure Chris Waters will con-
tinue to give well-balanced reports 
on the cricketing side and, hope-
fully, The YP will feel able to report 
on the continuing success of the 
Pathways Programme and the hard 
work within the county in coaching 
by the many club sides in Yorkshire 
who have their own schemes. 

From: Ron Firth, Campsall.

I read with interest your article 
(The Yorkshire Post, March 23) re-
garding the new man at the helm 
at Black Sheep Brewery in Mash-
am, Mr Mark Williams.

He makes out that his parent 
company is some sort of knight 
in shining armour saving some 
70 jobs in Masham, but then goes 
on to say the London breweries 
they took over recently have been 
closed. 

So tell that to the former employ-
ees of those companies, as well as 
the 1,200-plus shareholders in the 
old Black Sheep Brewery.

As I said months ago, Breal 
Capital bought the company for a 
knockdown price and in the long 
term will make a killing when the 
company is sold, which Mr Wil-
liams says will probably happen 
in the not-too-distant future. All at 
the shareholders’ and taxpayers’ 
expense. In my view, they are just 
asset strippers.

Uphold values
From: Peter Scott, Prospect 
Place, S Brent, Devon.

The House of Commons is 
about to vote again on the Safety 
of Rwanda Bill over amendments 
from the House of Lords.

On March 18, all 10 amendments 
from the Lords were voted down 
by the Conservative majority. La-
bour, Lib Dem, SNP and the small-
er parties all voted in support.

Amendment 9 seeks to identify 
and protect victims of modern slav-
ery and human trafficking from 

being removed to Rwanda without 
their consent.

Amendment 10 exempts agents 
or allies who have supported His 
Majesty’s Armed Forces overseas 
and dependent family members.

Amendment 4 allows the pre-
sumption that Rwanda is a safe 
country to be rebutted by credible 
evidence presented to decision-
makers, including courts and tri-
bunals.

I am appalled by the actions of 
these Conservative MPs to reject 
these amendments. 

Where is the morality in voting 
against protecting victims of mod-
ern slavery; voting not to stand by 
people who have made heavy sac-
rifices to support the UK’s Armed 
Forces in, for example, Afghani-
stan; voting to say that no-one is 
allowed to say Rwanda is not safe 
even if there is evidence to the con-
trary?

On March 19, the Law Society 
wrote: “The Safety of Rwanda (Asy-
lum and Immigration) Bill is a de-
fective, constitutionally improper 
piece of legislation. It undermines 
the rule of law... and ultimately will 
prove to be unworkable.”

On April 15, the Bill returns to 
the Commons for another vote on 
seven of those amendments, slight-
ly reworded. I hope all these MPs 
will reconsider how they vote this 
time lest they lose all respect from 
voters in their constituencies who 
require their MP to uphold British 
values of fair play and justice under 
just laws.

Suffering goes on
From: Richard Zerny, 
Southside, Kilham, Driffield.

In his Easter message, (The York-
shire Post, March 30), the Arch-
bishop of York says that “in the end 
love will triumph on the other side 
of suffering”. This is wonderful the-
ological prose, but it is so difficult 

for me, and I suspect countless oth-
ers, to really and truly believe it.

Many Christians go to church 
every Sunday and hear prayers said 
for love, peace and understanding 
to appear in Palestine and Ukraine, 
to name the two worst war zones 
at present.

The archbishop says that “it is a 
mark of our humanity that we are 
all looking for a better world and a 
better life. We all yearn for peace”. 
We can’t argue with that – yet it 
isn’t happening and doesn’t look 
like happening soon. 

So many of the world’s trouble 
spots are fuelled by religious dif-
ferences and the love and example 
and preachings of a truly remark-
able man, who lived in Pales-
tine over 2,000 years ago, are not 
“reaching the other side of suffer-
ing”. The archbishop ends by stat-
ing the headlines in newspapers 
tell us things need to change. He 
tells us the message of Easter is 
“they can”. How I wish he is right, 
and how I want to believe him!

Failing the test
From: Thomas W Jefferson, 
Batty Lane, Howden, Goole.

I took the trouble to watch the 
video Betrayed: The Truth about 
Brexit, as recommended by Rich-
ard Wilson of Leeds for Europe 
(The Yorkshire Post, April 5).

It preaches to the converted but 
has nothing to offer those in search 
of objective truth. Not a single piece 
of macro-economic data to demon-
strate that the overall economy has 
been harmed by Brexit.

We are often asked to believe 
that Brexit has caused us to lose 
economic growth of 5 per cent, but 
it doesn’t pass the smell test. If that 
amount is added to our declared 
growth rates since 2016 it shows us 
head and shoulders above all our 
peers, which stretches credulity 
too far.

From: Keith Sturdy, Grimbald 
Road, Knaresborough.

Black Sheep 
was bought for 
a cheap price

Interesting to read (The York-
shire Post, April 9) that newer, 
larger cars are having difficulties 
parking in parking lots. In my 
block of apartments most of the 
residents are unable to park their 
cars in their garage because the 
cars are too wide. This results in 
the whole area meant for visitors 
and tradespeople being taken 
up by residents’ cars. It is most 
inconvenient for anyone need-
ing regular help because of dis-
ability. Why do car makers think 
bigger is better or is it because 
owners need an ego trip?

Mail misery
From: Dennis Whitaker, 
Baildon, Shipley.

Within the past seven days, 
two letters, correctly addressed 
to other people, were deposited 
into my letterbox. At the end 
of the week, travel documents, 
correctly addressed to me, were 
deposited into the local doctors’ 
surgery. I have seen first class 
postage rise from two and a half 
pence in old money to, I believe, 
£1.35 today for one letter. Sadly, 
in my area, the standard of ser-
vice frequently travels in the op-
posite direction.

Little contribution
From: Peter Rickaby, 
West Park, Selby.

250 avoidable deaths per week 
are reported in hospital A&E 
departments. To help overcome 
this shame one wonders what 
contribution the army of diver-
sity and exclusivity managers all 
enjoying highly-inflated salaries, 
can make. The answer is very 
simple – none.

A Yorkshire Pass
From: Jarvis Browning, 
Fadmoor, York.

Polling stations, etc, will be 
asking us for a positive ID at next 
month’s local elections. Why 
can’t we have a National Photo 
ID card which can be used for 
all purposes such as NHS use, 
voting, etc? Having an ID card 
is common practice around the 
world. I’d be happy to have a 
Yorkshire Pass!

From: Hilary Andrews, 
Nursery Lane, Leeds.

Spot of car trouble 
when parking

HOR ACE & DOR IS
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Historically, the world has relied on the work of 
the United Kingdom’s universities, the discoveries 
made through their intensive research earning the 
country the reputation as a science superpower – 
the laboratory to the world.

Innovations that have been developed on the back 
of discoveries made within the four walls of UK uni-
versities have changed the course of history, from 
medicine to mechanics. Now, says Professor Char-
lie Jeffery, exclusively in this newspaper today, all of 
that is in peril. 

Offering Government a pathway out of this crisis, 
Professor Jeffery has today outlined a comprehen-
sive ten-point plan that will, if implemented swift-
ly, lead the higher education sector out of ruinous 
collapse. He begins by calling for ministerial and 
departmental leadership at Government level, un-
derscoring the dire need for a single Government 
department, dedicated to further and higher edu-
cation: one that can monitor, map and manage the 
myriad funding flows, offering financial rigour to 
teaching and learning establishments with model-
ling that provides long-term financial security.

He is joined, too, by the Vice-Chancellor of Brad-
ford University, Shirley Congdon, who states the 
need for a task force to be set up immediately. One 
charged with analysing and articulating the chal-
lenge ahead of the formulation of dedicated ministe-
rial oversight so that solutions are ready and waiting 
for deployment as soon as is practicable. 

For if the interventions called for today in this 
newspaper do not materialise, the damage done to 
the reputation of our nation will be incalculable.

Vice chancellors 
do not declare 
crises lightly
Make no mistake, when the Vice-Chancellor of a 
world-renowned Russell Group university goes on 
record to warn that the country’s higher education 
sector faces an existential crisis, the stakes for learn-
ing could not be higher.

But while detectives and partner agencies amongst 
the relevant authorities do their work, seeking to 
establish the facts of the matter, the £2m pledged by 
the Government to ensure no stone is left unturned 
should be welcomed.

Articulating quite how distressing this situation is 
for those affected is not possible. There simply are 
no words, which is why the funds committed are so 
necessary, not least in expediting the probe so that 
any and all lessons learned can be used to prevent 
distress like this ever happening again. 

All the while, unhelpful tittle-tattle, speculation, 
rumour and lies fills the void where people living in 
and around Hull are quite understandibly shocked 
and worried. A natural consequence of there hav-
ing been some 35 bodies recovered for examination 
from the Legacy premises is that those now faced by 
the dauntingly emotional time that is grief through 
bereavement, there is an additional anxiety to cope 
with, too. 

Funeral directors, through no fault of their own, 
are having to put in additional resources, time, effort 
and compassion in order to help families through 
what is already a fraught time in their lives. 

And so it is essential that whilst a fair, accurate, ev-
idence-based conclusion is brought about, whatever 
the outcome in law might be, the immediate need 
for professional support, guidance and counselling 
is as pressing as the prevention plan for the future.

Government money 
welcome in probe
At this stage in the investigation into what has gone 
wrong at Hull firm Legacy Independent Funeral 
Directors, it is not appropriate to speculate on the 
details of that which may emerge from what is very 
much now a police matter.

Joyously beautiful, typically audacious and terri-
bly risque, the Calendar Girls were born in a flurry of 
‘ooh, I says’, up and down the Rylstone valleys as the 
Women’s Institute dared to bare all, their modesties 
protected by a teapot here and a pearl string there.

Little did they know that making jam in their 
birthday suits would be such a rip-roaring success, 
their calendar selling out around the world in mo-
ments. It was, of course, all done in good fun but for 
a serious cause: in loving memory of their friend 
John Baker who we at The Yorkshire Post know 
would be as proud of those ladies today as we all are, 
too. Happy anniversary, girls. You did, and continue 
to do the county proud.

Happy anniversary
BARE bums and fleshy bosoms are rarely the stock-
in-trade for The Yorkshire Post – we have the fragile 
tickers of the senior gentlemen to worry about, you 
know – but one fateful day a quarter of a century ago 
put paid to that particular policy.
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Runners cross the foot bridge at Studley Royal. By Michelle Bray.

Give Graves credit for turnaround ambitions
I read The Yorkshire Post’s front 

page article on April 5 (‘MPs vow to 
keep eye on cricket club on equal-
ity’) on my way to Headingley to 
attend the members’ forum hosted 
by Colin Graves, the chairman of 
YCCC, at which he was to detail the 
present financial situation at York-
shire following the damage done by 
the Azeem Rafiq debacle.

It is disappointing, to say the 
least, when The YP insists on plas-
tering its front page with any bad 
news on Yorkshire cricket. If you 
had waited for the factual report 
on the forum from Chris Waters, 
your excellent cricket reporter, 
you would have seen details of the 
tremendous work done by Colin 
Graves and his new board mem-
bers to rescue the club from the 
dire situation he inherited from the 
previous chairman.

No doubt you will obtain details 

of the agenda, financial reports 
and auditor’s report which are now 
available and show that the board 
now comprises individuals who 
have been extremely successful in 
their own business lives and are 
more interested in putting money 
into the club rather than dispos-
ing, irresponsibly, of the income 
brought in from sponsors, mem-
bers attracted by the on-field work 
of the young team. 

Colin Graves and the new board 
are determined to ensure that they 
will not be deterred from their 
pledge that their sole aim is to re-
store the first class reputation in 
which the club has been regarded 
throughout the cricketing world. 

The details put forward by Colin 
at the forum meeting, with the 
solid support shown from HSBC, 
the club’s bankers, the auditor’s 
recognition of plans in hand to en-
able the club to continue as a ‘going 

concern’, plus the quality and busi-
ness experience of the new board 
members were well received by all 
present.

Colin’s determination to draw 
a line under the Rafiq saga which 
has left the club with a massive 
task to repair the financial debt in-
curred, and move forward with the 
backing of the new president, Jane 
Powell, former captain of cricket at 
Yorkshire and England, a highly-
qualified coach who has coached 
worldwide. 

She impressed the Members of 
Wombwell Cricket Lovers recently 
with her dedication to the sport 
and determination to make the 
game even more widely inclusive 
across communities and ethnic 
backgrounds.

The list of applicants for board 
membership or members’ com-
mittee officials at the forthcoming 
AGM have all been successful in 

their chosen careers either with 
their own business or as CEOs of 
public companies mainly on the fi-
nancial side and with major contri-
butions to promoting The Hundred 
Club, and within the ECB.

The wealth of skills and expe-
rience available to the chairman 
should give confidence to potential 
investors, sponsors and their bank-
ers that YCCC, with a firm control 
of finances, should be able to make 
steady progress in restoring its 
rightful place as a major contender 
for achievements on and off the 
field.

I am sure Chris Waters will con-
tinue to give well-balanced reports 
on the cricketing side and, hope-
fully, The YP will feel able to report 
on the continuing success of the 
Pathways Programme and the hard 
work within the county in coaching 
by the many club sides in Yorkshire 
who have their own schemes. 

From: Ron Firth, Campsall.

I read with interest your article 
(The Yorkshire Post, March 23) re-
garding the new man at the helm 
at Black Sheep Brewery in Mash-
am, Mr Mark Williams.

He makes out that his parent 
company is some sort of knight 
in shining armour saving some 
70 jobs in Masham, but then goes 
on to say the London breweries 
they took over recently have been 
closed. 

So tell that to the former employ-
ees of those companies, as well as 
the 1,200-plus shareholders in the 
old Black Sheep Brewery.

As I said months ago, Breal 
Capital bought the company for a 
knockdown price and in the long 
term will make a killing when the 
company is sold, which Mr Wil-
liams says will probably happen 
in the not-too-distant future. All at 
the shareholders’ and taxpayers’ 
expense. In my view, they are just 
asset strippers.

Uphold values
From: Peter Scott, Prospect 
Place, S Brent, Devon.

The House of Commons is 
about to vote again on the Safety 
of Rwanda Bill over amendments 
from the House of Lords.

On March 18, all 10 amendments 
from the Lords were voted down 
by the Conservative majority. La-
bour, Lib Dem, SNP and the small-
er parties all voted in support.

Amendment 9 seeks to identify 
and protect victims of modern slav-
ery and human trafficking from 

being removed to Rwanda without 
their consent.

Amendment 10 exempts agents 
or allies who have supported His 
Majesty’s Armed Forces overseas 
and dependent family members.

Amendment 4 allows the pre-
sumption that Rwanda is a safe 
country to be rebutted by credible 
evidence presented to decision-
makers, including courts and tri-
bunals.

I am appalled by the actions of 
these Conservative MPs to reject 
these amendments. 

Where is the morality in voting 
against protecting victims of mod-
ern slavery; voting not to stand by 
people who have made heavy sac-
rifices to support the UK’s Armed 
Forces in, for example, Afghani-
stan; voting to say that no-one is 
allowed to say Rwanda is not safe 
even if there is evidence to the con-
trary?

On March 19, the Law Society 
wrote: “The Safety of Rwanda (Asy-
lum and Immigration) Bill is a de-
fective, constitutionally improper 
piece of legislation. It undermines 
the rule of law... and ultimately will 
prove to be unworkable.”

On April 15, the Bill returns to 
the Commons for another vote on 
seven of those amendments, slight-
ly reworded. I hope all these MPs 
will reconsider how they vote this 
time lest they lose all respect from 
voters in their constituencies who 
require their MP to uphold British 
values of fair play and justice under 
just laws.

Suffering goes on
From: Richard Zerny, 
Southside, Kilham, Driffield.

In his Easter message, (The York-
shire Post, March 30), the Arch-
bishop of York says that “in the end 
love will triumph on the other side 
of suffering”. This is wonderful the-
ological prose, but it is so difficult 

for me, and I suspect countless oth-
ers, to really and truly believe it.

Many Christians go to church 
every Sunday and hear prayers said 
for love, peace and understanding 
to appear in Palestine and Ukraine, 
to name the two worst war zones 
at present.

The archbishop says that “it is a 
mark of our humanity that we are 
all looking for a better world and a 
better life. We all yearn for peace”. 
We can’t argue with that – yet it 
isn’t happening and doesn’t look 
like happening soon. 

So many of the world’s trouble 
spots are fuelled by religious dif-
ferences and the love and example 
and preachings of a truly remark-
able man, who lived in Pales-
tine over 2,000 years ago, are not 
“reaching the other side of suffer-
ing”. The archbishop ends by stat-
ing the headlines in newspapers 
tell us things need to change. He 
tells us the message of Easter is 
“they can”. How I wish he is right, 
and how I want to believe him!

Failing the test
From: Thomas W Jefferson, 
Batty Lane, Howden, Goole.

I took the trouble to watch the 
video Betrayed: The Truth about 
Brexit, as recommended by Rich-
ard Wilson of Leeds for Europe 
(The Yorkshire Post, April 5).

It preaches to the converted but 
has nothing to offer those in search 
of objective truth. Not a single piece 
of macro-economic data to demon-
strate that the overall economy has 
been harmed by Brexit.

We are often asked to believe 
that Brexit has caused us to lose 
economic growth of 5 per cent, but 
it doesn’t pass the smell test. If that 
amount is added to our declared 
growth rates since 2016 it shows us 
head and shoulders above all our 
peers, which stretches credulity 
too far.

From: Keith Sturdy, Grimbald 
Road, Knaresborough.

Black Sheep 
was bought for 
a cheap price

Interesting to read (The York-
shire Post, April 9) that newer, 
larger cars are having difficulties 
parking in parking lots. In my 
block of apartments most of the 
residents are unable to park their 
cars in their garage because the 
cars are too wide. This results in 
the whole area meant for visitors 
and tradespeople being taken 
up by residents’ cars. It is most 
inconvenient for anyone need-
ing regular help because of dis-
ability. Why do car makers think 
bigger is better or is it because 
owners need an ego trip?

Mail misery
From: Dennis Whitaker, 
Baildon, Shipley.

Within the past seven days, 
two letters, correctly addressed 
to other people, were deposited 
into my letterbox. At the end 
of the week, travel documents, 
correctly addressed to me, were 
deposited into the local doctors’ 
surgery. I have seen first class 
postage rise from two and a half 
pence in old money to, I believe, 
£1.35 today for one letter. Sadly, 
in my area, the standard of ser-
vice frequently travels in the op-
posite direction.

Little contribution
From: Peter Rickaby, 
West Park, Selby.

250 avoidable deaths per week 
are reported in hospital A&E 
departments. To help overcome 
this shame one wonders what 
contribution the army of diver-
sity and exclusivity managers all 
enjoying highly-inflated salaries, 
can make. The answer is very 
simple – none.

A Yorkshire Pass
From: Jarvis Browning, 
Fadmoor, York.

Polling stations, etc, will be 
asking us for a positive ID at next 
month’s local elections. Why 
can’t we have a National Photo 
ID card which can be used for 
all purposes such as NHS use, 
voting, etc? Having an ID card 
is common practice around the 
world. I’d be happy to have a 
Yorkshire Pass!

From: Hilary Andrews, 
Nursery Lane, Leeds.

Spot of car trouble 
when parking
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